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Lesson 3 will introduce you to a new key: the key of D. 

And you will learn how to find the basic set of chords that are used in the key of D. 
 

• Common keys we use for the guitar are the keys of A, C, D, E, G.  

The keys of B and F are a lot harder to play and we usually don’t use those. 

Each key has its own set of chords that sound good together in that key. 

To find these is simple:  
 

• We learned in the first lesson that the key of A uses the chords A, D and E  

Look at below schedule where A is number 1, B is number 2 etc. in the key of A. 
 

A B C D E F G A B C D E F G A B C D E F G A B C etc. 

1  2  3 4  5 6  7  1  2  3 4  5 6  7 1  2  3 4  5  6  7 1  2  3  
 

A through G is number 1 through 7. When you get to G start over again and 

continue with A, B etc. 

You can see in this schedule that the chords for the key of A:  

A, D, E are number 1, 4 and 5. 

This same system goes for every key. 

The basic set of chords used in a key are always chord 1, 4, 5. 
 

• For the key of D it is the same, but now you don’t start with A as number 1, D is 

your starting point number 1.  

So for the key of D you take number 1, 4, 5 and you can see that to play in the key 

of D you need the basic chords D, G and A. 

See below: 

D E F G A B C D E F G A B C D E F G A B C D E F etc. 

1  2 3  4  5  6 7  1  2 3  4 5  6  7 1  2  3 4  5  6  7 1  2  3 

• Now find your chords for the key of E (E, A, B): 

E F G A B C D E F G A B C D E F G A B C D E F G etc. 

1 2  3  4  5  6 7  1 2  3  4 5  6  7 1  2  3 4  5  6  7 1 2  3 

You will start with E as number 1, then A will be number 4 and B will be number 5. 
 

• Try to find your chords for the key of G (G, C, D): 

You will start with G as number 1, then C will be number 4 and D will be number 5. 

• The key you play your song in is always number 1 and you start counting from there. 
 

• Chords in the key of C: C, F, G (1, 4, 5) 

 

When you play in certain key and you want to change to a different key, always use 

this same system: the basic chords used in a key are 1, 4, 5  

 
Following songs on next pages are played in the key of D: 
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THE KEY OF D 

 

  
       D          G              A 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SOMETIMES      
 

       

 

 

 

D     A            D            G  A  D        

Sometimes I’m one with Your Presence, sometimes I just speak Your Name                            

 G    D    E A      

Sometimes I just want to thank You, without asking You for one thing 

D  A D  G A  D    

Sometimes I lift my heart to You, and sometimes all I do is cry 

G D   A D 

Everything that I have I owe to You and Your Blood is my Reason why 2x  
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   THE KEY OF D 

 
 

    LIGHT OF YOUR WORLD 

 

D A G 

 Light of Your world, You Stepped into my darkness 

  D A G 

        Opened my eyes, let me See 

D A G 

        Beauty that made this heart adore You 

D A G 

        Hope of a life, spent with You      

  D  A 

        So here I am to worship, here I am to bow down 

   D   G 

        Here I am to say that You’re my Lord 

 D  A 

         You’re altogether Lovely, altogether Sovereign  

   D           G 

 Altogether wonderful to me       

D        A      G 

        King of all days, You are highest Exalted  

D         A  G 

        Glorious in Heaven above 

    D    A          G 

        Victorious You Came to the earth You Created 

D      A           G 

        For the Father’s sake You Gave it all 

 A D G               A D G 

             I’ll never know how much it cost, to see my Lord upon my cross  

 A  D        G                    A         D      G 

             I’ll never know how much it cost, to see my sins upon that cross       2x 
 

 

     
  D        G            A      
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     


